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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 

sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United Slates bel'ore the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by anollier llled in the United States before the invention by the applicant lor patent, except that an 
international application lllcd tmder the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall ha\ e ihe el'lecls lor purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-6,8-10,14,15,17,18 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Bronson (US # 6,384,863). 

As to claim 1, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station (Figure lA; Col. 3, Lines 
1 1-20; {The examiner submits that instructions executed by the microprocessor can be broadly 
interpreted to be communication.}) including a camera (Figure 1 A, unnumbered sensor inside 
lens assembly "200") and having a grip for being gripped by a user during use of the 
communication station (Figure lA, hand grip "100"), the grip having a first compact 
configuration and a second configuration in which the grip is expanded relative to the first 
configuration to improve the grip of the user on the communication station when the grip is in 
the second expanded configuration (Figure lA and Figure IB). 
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As to claim 2, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the communication station has a body portion to which the grip is attached and with 
respect to which the grip is movable (Figure IB, lens assembly "200"). 

As to claim 3, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the body portion-houses operational components of the communication station (Col. 2, 
Lines 45-49). 

As to claim 4, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein the body portion includes the camera (Col. 2, Lines 45-49). 

As to claim 5, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein user input and/or output components of the communication station are exposed on the 
surface of the body portion (Figure lA, fill-in flash "150"). 

As to claim 6, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the grip is rotatable relative to the body portion (Figure 1 A, telescoping and rotating 
device "160"). 

As to claim 8, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein the grip is rotatable relative to the body portion about an axis substantially perpendicular 
to the direction in which the camera points, so as to project from the body portion (Figure 1 A). 

As to claim 9, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein in at least one rotational position the grip extends continuously from the body in the 
direction of the axis of rotation (Figure IB). 

As to claim 10, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the grip is slidable relative to the body portion (Figure lA and Figure IB). 
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As to claim 14, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein user input and/or output components of the communication station are exposed on the 
surface of the grip (Figure 2A, buttons "210"). 

As to claim 15, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 14, 
wherein the grip portion is movable relative to the direction in which the camera points so as 
to be capable of adopting a position in which the user input and/or output components of the 
communication station are exposed on the surface of the grip face in substantially the opposite 
direction to that in which the camera points (Figure 2 A and Figure 2B). 

As to claim 17, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the grip houses operational components of the mobile communication station (Figure 
lA, memory device "180"). 

As to claim 18, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 17, 
wherein the grip is electrically connected to the main body of the mobile communication station 
(Col. 2, Line 66 - Col. 3, Line 8). 

As to claim 22, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 1, 
including gaming or editing functions (Col. 2, Lines 66 and 67; {Compression is a form of 
editing.}). 

2. Claims 1-4 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Schelling 
(US # 5,970,265). 

As to claim 1, Schelling teaches a mobile communication station (Figure 1) including a 
camera (Figure 1, camera "10") and having a grip for being gripped by a user during use of the 
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communication station (Figure 1, handle "14"), the grip having a first compact configuration and 
a second configuration in which the grip is expanded relative to the first configuration to 
improve the grip of the user on the communication station when the grip is in the second 
expanded configuration (Figure 1 and Figure 2). 

As to claim 2, Schelling teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the communication station has a body portion to which the grip is attached and with 
respect to which the grip is movable (Figure 1 and Figure 2). 

As to claim 3, Schelling teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the body portion-houses operational components of the communication station (Figure 
1, lens in taking lens opening). 

As to claim 4, Schelling teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 3, 
wherein the body portion includes the camera (Figure 1, camera "10"). 

As to claim 7, Schelling teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein the grip is rotatable relative to the body portion about an axis substantially parallel to the 
direction in which the camera points, so as to project from the body portion (Figure 1). 

3. Claims 1,1 1 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Knighton 
et al. (US # 7,359,003) - first embodiment. 

As to claim 1, Knighton et al. teaches a mobile communication station (Figure 6) 
including a camera (unnumbered ISA) and having a grip for being gripped by a user during use 
of the communication station (Figiire 6C, grip "102"), the grip having a first compact 
configuration (Figure 6C) and a second configuration in which the grip is expanded relative to 
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the first configuration to improve the grip of the user on the communication station when the grip 
is in the second expanded configuration (Figure 6D). 

As to claim 11, Knighton et al. teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the grip has a core portion and at least one outer wall movable away fi-om the 
core portion, and wherein in moving from the first compact configuration to the second 
expanded configuration the or each wall is moved away from the core portion (Figure 6C and 
Figure 6D; breech "130"). 

As to claim 16, Knighton et al. teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in 
claim 1 , wherein changing the configuration of the grip from the first compact configuration to 
the second expanded configuration makes available an additional user interface for 
controlling the operation of the mobile communication station (Figure 2, pointer button "208"). 

4. Claims 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Knighton et al. (US # 
7,359,003) - second embodiment. 

As to claim 1, Knighton et al. teaches a mobile communication station (Figure 10 and 
Figure 11) including a camera (unnumbered ISA) and having a grip for being gripped by a user 
during use of the communication station (Figure 10, visor "1010"; {The examiner interprets the 
grip as the visor.}), the grip having a first compact configuration and a second configuration in 
which the grip is expanded relative to the first configuration to improve the grip of the user on 
the communication station when the grip is in the second expanded configuration (Col. 6, Lines 
3 1-34, ". . .open and closed position. . ."). 
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5. Claims 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Inuma et al. 

(US # 6,549,237). 

As to claim 19, Inuma et al. teaches a mobile communication station (Figure 1) having a 
body that is relatively elongate about an axis (Figure 1), the body comprising two portions 
(Figure 1, body of the image sensing device and LCD "3") which are mechanically coupled to 
each other by a linkage that permits rotation of one of the portions relative to the other about an 
axis substantially parallel to the said axis (Figure 1 and Figure 2) and prevents rotation of each 
portion relative to the other about other axes (The LCD can rotate along an axis that is 
perpendicular to the length of the device, but cannot rotate on axes that are between 0 and 90 
degrees with respect to the length of the device. ). 

As to claim 20, Inuma et al. teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 

19, wherein one of the portions includes a camera (Figure 4, image sensing device "7"). 

As to claim 21, Inuma et al. teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 

20, wherein the other of the portions includes a display (Figure 4, LCD "3"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/5 84,748 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2622 

invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the dirrcienccs beiween the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole w duIcI have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bronson (US # 
6,384,863) in view of Anderson et al. (US # 6,636,259). 

As to claim 12, Bronson teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in claim 1. 
The claim differs from Bronson in that it further requires that the mobile communication station 
is capable of operating as a mobile telephone. 

In the same field of endeavor, Anderson et al. teaches a digital camera that has a built in 
cellular phone (Col. 4, Lines 47-54). In light of the teaching of Anderson et al., it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the cellular phone in the camera of 
Bronson, because this would allow th user to transmit images without having to upload them first 
to a PC. 

2. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Knighton et al. (US # 7,359,003) in view of Anderson et al. (US 6,636,259). 

As to claim 12, Knighton et al. teaches a mobile communication station as claimed in 
claim 1 . The claim differs from BCnighton et al. in that it ftirther requires that the mobile 
communication station is capable of operating as a mobile telephone. 
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In the same field of endeavor, Anderson et al. teaches a digital camera that has a built in 
cellular phone (Col. 4, Lines 47-54). In light of the teaching of Anderson et al., it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the cellular phone in the assembly of 
Knighton et al., because this would allow th user to transmit images without having to upload 

them first to a PC. 

As to claim 13, Knighton et al., as modified by Anderson et al. teaches a mobile 
communication station as claimed in claim 12, the mobile communication station is capable of 
sensing relative motion of at least a part of the grip portion and another part of the mobile 
communication station, and in response switching from a first operating mode to a second 
operating mode (see Knighton et al.. Col. 6, Lines 34-40). 



Conclusion 

1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANTHONY J. DANIELS whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7362. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from tlie Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

AD 

3/26/2009 



/SinhNTran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



